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N O'T having underſtood to what ſpecific point the com- 
mittee, which related to the Houſe of Induſtry, and of which 
you were chairman, tended ; excepting what appeared from 
the evidence laid before you I am of courſe limited to a few 
obſervations on the nature - and credit of that evidence, ſo 
far as it regarded the paſt conduct of the old governors, and 
as it is likely to affect the future management of that inſtitu- 
tion. 

And firſt, Sir, it is a fair point of conſideration, whether 
the enquiry made before the committee could, in ſtrictneſe 
of !anouage or propriety, be termed, as it was by the coun- 
ſel for the preſent governors, aproſecution : For who com- 
menced the attack and provoked the enquiry ? Not ſurely 
the old governors, and leaſt of all the tried friends of the in- 

ſtitution. Satisfied with having performed their duty, while 
having the power of exerciſing it, thoſe required no vindi- 
cation of their conduct, beyond that ſelf-approbation, which 
no inquiſitorial power could take away ; but when they found 
their conduct impeached before the public tribunal, when in 

ſerious report of the management and expenditure of the 
fonds appropriated to the Houſe of Induſtry, during their 
adminiſtration, the acting governors of the Houſe of In- 
doſtry founded their pretenſions to ceconomy, capacity, and 
activity, chiefly from an artful compariſon of recent cecono- 
my with former profuſion, of new-born zeal with former 
' inaQtivity, it became a neceſſary duty to throw off the odium 
thus nar to their conduct, as friends to the inſtitution ; by 
ſimply proving, that tho? governors at the period, when ſuch 
profuſion and inaQivity prevailed, they were neither prin- 
cipals nor acceſſories. in the charge. 

Here then was the preciſe period at which the enquiry be- 
fore the committee commenced; and on this point of ſelf- 
defence, have the old friends of the inſtitution reſted. In- 
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Read of proſecuting, their wiſh was ſolely to exculpate them- 
ſelves. In the place of making a charge, they profeſſed by 
the preſent enquiry only to correct an unfair repreſentation. 
'The gentleman therefore, in calling the enquiry before the 
committee, a proſecution, was impelled by profeſſional ha- 
bit, rather than ſtrict propriety of term; but a lawyer can 
in no inſtance conceal himſelf. | 

In their public report therefore, the ating governors would 
have acted juſtly, if, in comparing their direct retrench- 
ments with the prodigality under the old regime, they had 
» diſcriminated generally the friends of economy, from the 
Prodigal jobbers of thoſe periods. Will it be alledged, that 
to account for that prodigality, formed no part of their caſe ? 
Their own record will teſtify againſt them, and how have they 
attempted it? By referring all the old abuſes, to the too 
great number of former governors : thus in one common 
maſs of iound and unſpund, efficient and inactive, corrupted 
| corruptible materials, did they attach undiſtinguiſhing 
riminality ; while deſirous by ,converſe reaſoning to inti- 
mate, that in their own perſons reſided and remained all that 
was valuable for capacity, diligence and integrity, of the he- 
terogeneous compound. It could not therefore, be matter 
of ſurprize, to find the real friends of ceconomy, anxious to 
remove a charge, which directly involved their characters. 
A ſtroke may be poignant, more from the ſenſibility it is of- 
fered to, than from its force; and this accuſation being nei- 
ther forcible from its truth or point, might yet make an im- 

preſſion, where they ſhould be concerned to have any made. 
An imputation of this kind could only be removed before 
that body, or a committee of that body, to which the acting 
governors had ſubmitted their account of the Houſe of Induſ- 
try, and the diſtribution of its funds, as granted by Parlia- 
ment. During this enquiry, a few facts came to light, as 
unſought for by thoſe governors, as they were unable to con- 
trovert. It was clearly proved, that the prodigal expendi- 
ture of the funds of the inſtitution, attributed by them to 
former governors, previous to their appointment, aroſe in a 
great degree from the conduct of a majority of the preſent 
acting governors themſelves, and of a party of other go- 
vernors, with whom they uniformly concurred : particularly 
in keeping officers in their places, who had groſsly and wan- 
tonly perverted the funds to improper purpoſes, and who had 
waſted or embezzled proviſions and other articles committed 
to their care: and further, that a majority of the acting go- 
vernors, had conſtantly. reſiſted every attempt, and mode of 
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retrenchment, propoſed by the friends of the inſtitution. 
This oppoſition to ceconomy it appeared, was owing to the 
interference of the corporation of this city, who, when any 
ſcheme of good management appeared, required only a hint 
from ſome of the preſent acting governors, to attend the 
board, and ſtamp a nali proſequi on the proceedings. Among 
thoſe occaſional attendants was a claſs of beings, who exhi- 
bited nothing human, or reſembling human, but a clumſy 
external form. As a naturaliſt, I ought to place them among 
thoſe animals, who exiſt without brains ; or if higher, 
I could only conceive them qualified to fill up a void: to form 
a link of that chain, which intervenes, and partly connects, 
rational life with mere animated matter ; entities, that live, 
move, and have their being, ſupported by, and ſupporting, 
a groveling carnivorous exiſtence, and of which a ſolitary 
hope remains, that they are in a way of turning cannibals, 
and terminating their wretched life, by worrying each other. 

To you, fir, this language is not unintelligible ; to you, 
who attended the enquiry with ſuch aſſiduity, it cannot be 
unknown or unbelieved, that almoſt all the abuſes of the 
old conſtitution, originated and continued with the ex officio 
governors ; nor was the fact reſiſted. The chief, nay, oa- 
ly ſolicitude, of the acting governors before the committee, 
extended to the care of their perſonal reputation, for which, 
in the fincerity of my heart, I wiſh they had been more 
ſucceſsful. To the defence of himſelf and his coadjutors, 
againſt what the evidence of ſeveral perſons, and the exami- 
nation of the gentlemen of the committee had diſcloſed, the 
learned counſel was fully equal. His language was correct, 
his zeal energetic, yet not o'er-ſ{tepping the modeſty of 
nature,” his elocution chaſte and poliſhed. * Yet what avail- 
eth the beſt turned perjods of oratory, unſupported by what 
alone can give a laſting impreſſion ? Facts had been pre- 
viouſly laid before the committee, in which the characters 
of a majority of the acting governors, whoſe cauſe the learn- 
ed counſel officially pleaded, were directly involved; as 
SE ; 0 contributing 

* But I in the ſame breath maintain, that the effect of this foreible ap- 
peal, (ſtill alluding to my own feelings) aroſe from his ſpeaking as he felt, 
and as perſonally intereſted. And ſuch would generally be the eſſect, were 
the profeſſors of law obliged to have ſome intereit in the determination of 


their client's cauſes : inſtead of meeting in cumbrous dreſs and untelt zeal, 


like a ſet of dramatiſts, to mouth their parts, which for ngxt days ſun and 
freſhning fees, are again re-caſt, Nor would offended juſtice, through me, 
have cauſe to complain of the apathy of lawyers, and of the interference 
of rank and judicial authority, which gave ſucceſs to a robber, and ſcreened 
him from the conſequences of indicted perjury, x] : 
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contributing by their votes and influence, to the profuſion 
and wanton expenditure, charged to the old corporation. 
'This was ſtrongly impreſſed on the minds of ſome of the 
gentlemen examined before the committee, and who did not 
ſcruple to devlare their opinion, that the preſent acting go- 
vernors of the Houſe of Induſtry, were not fit perſons to 
manage the funds granted to that inſtitution. as this 
charged to incapacity? No that could not be matter of ac- 
cuſation : weakneſs can have no moral ſenſe, as it requires 
a portion of intellect to give exiſtence and duration to moral 
principles; and hence a weakman cannot be an honeſt man. 
But as ability, and even talents, were allowed to the preſent 
acting governors, their conduct became the more criminal, 
(uſing that word in an immoral, not a legal ſenſe) and ſo ex- 
traordinary, that I do not wonder at the committee taking 
ſuch pains to ſearch for the motives of it, which after all 
mult be left to them to determine from the facts. OD 

To rebut this unqualified teſtimony againſt their characters, 
two of the members of the former corporation were produced, 
'The firſt (I mean in point of time) alledged he was fan old 
governor, and that he preſerved a neutrality of character 
amidſt the contending -parties of the day ; but for ſeveral 
years, from 1789, had ceaſed to attend, or rarely attended, 
at the board. The real motive for thus ſhrinking from his 
duty, as a member of the corporation, is only known to 
himſelf ;” but why a witneſs ſhould be produced by the learn- 
ed pleader, to prove the good conduct of the preſent go- 
vernors, during periods, when that witneſs, from his own 
admiſſion, could be no witneſs of their conduct, paſſeth my 
underſtanding : Hence it was matter of regret, to find the 
well-written ſtatement of this witneſs, -wholly irrelevant, as 
to the chief point of the caſe. ReſpeQting the ſecond wit- 
neſs brought forward; I ſhould make an ungracious return, 
for the very great entertainment his ſerio-comic evidence al- 
forded, if I did not let it paſs without coffiment, and eſpe- 
cially as any ſuch-attempt would only weaken the impreſſion 
it made. In ſhort, the teſtimony of theſe two reverend 
characters, tho? delivered with affected naivetẽ, might have 
been withheld, without injury to the cauſe they wiſhed to 
ſupport. Unleſs their private and avowed partiality muſt be 
conſidered as equal to a vindication of the public meaſures 
and conduct of the preſent governors ; but nothing is ſo apt 
to bias the mind, as too ſtrong partiality ; by it men are 
made to appear, like objects thro' a refracted medium, high- 
er than their true place, which it is the province of reaſon 
alone to aſcertain. 


It 
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It is demonſtrable from the evidence laid before the com> 
mittee, of which more could be adduced, if neceſlary, 
that a great ſource of prodigality and of abuſes, under the 
former corporation, lay with the Aldermen, and ſome other 
ex officio governors, (that is, perſons appointed governors, 
from their office in the city, in the acts of parliament firſt 
paſſed, for regulating the corporation of the Houſe of Indu- 
try,) whoſe attendance and. exertian were directed to maintain 
officers in their places, that abuſed their truſt, and to oppoſe, 
(not by argument, for that was not expected ſtom them, but 
by their numbers) every propoſition. which regarded the true 
intereſts of the corporation. Of this, the records of the cor- 
poration, afford many, and indubitable proofs ; but 'other 
inftances, tho* not ſa recorded, exiſt, and of thoſe I ſhall 
beg leave to ſtate one, which may ſerve as illuſtration and 

roof, | | 
: In the year 1793 or 94, the commiſſioners of accounts 
required a communication from the corporation of the Houſe 
of Induſtry, to furniſh them with ſome authentic documents 
concerning the ſtate and management of the inſtitution. To 
this office I was appointed, and in a conference with them, I 
went at ſome length into the detail, not only of its then pre- 


ſent ſtate, but alſo into the probable means of diminiſhing - 


the expenditure. of the corporation, -the greatneſs of which 
the commiſſioners ſtrongly and juſtly reprehended. Being 
requeſted to give them in writing, the chief points they en- 
quired into, I was ſurprized to find a good part of what I had 
written, literally copied in the next public report of the com- 
miſſioners. In what, however, looked to retrenchment, I 
had fortunately not engaged for its being carried into effect. 
For as in one inſtance, 1 did not ſcruple to declare, that the 
expences of the infirmary, attached to, the Houſe of Induſ- 
try, were moſt aden far beyond thoſe of any other 
ſimilar inſtitution, and ought to be diminiſned; yet as often 
aſterwards as the ſubject was propoſed, even for enquiry, the 
ſurgeons and their aſſociates, reſiſted. In vain was it urged, 
that by no change ſhould the wants of the ſick poor be 
abridged; in vain was it offered, as a ſubjeQ matter of 
proof, that by. a little attention to ceconomy in that depart- 
ment, their neceſſary comforts would be encreaſed ; or, better 
fill, that the ſame funds would provide for an increaſed num- 
ber of ſick, and by ſo much, leſſen the quantum of human 
miſery. All was urged in vain. In another inſtance it was 
found, that a very uſeleſs, tho? very expenſive deviation, from 
the eſtabliſhed dietary of the Houſe and Infirmary, had crept - 


in, 
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in, which the friends of order and good management wiſhed 
to correct; but after proceeding ſome length, the other ſur- 
geons, and their worthy compeers from the city, united with 
the ſenior ſurgeon, one of the preſent acting governors, (who 
originally aſſiſted in framing the dietary, but who now joined 
the reſt) in reſiſting an adherence to his own act; thus un- 
bluſhingly perverting the funds and perpetuating the abuſes of 
the corporation, in which I believe it will be found, ſome 
other of the acting governors concurred. Aſk you, Sir, for 
the motives of ſuch conduct? Again, and again, muſt I 
anſwer, as [ did when you put thoſe queſtions to me in the 
committee. Alas! do I repeat, motives are cauſes, and L 
can ſee nothing but effects; but there may be exceptions, 
where there is little intricacy, and perhaps this might be one. 
With reſpect to the municipal governors, they knew ſo much 
of the laſt ſubje& of controverſy, as that the word dietary, 
was ſynonymous with a liſt of eatables, and here no more 
was neceſſary. Of the ſurgeons I knew too little, as private 
men, to be able to aſſign motives for their public conduct; 
unleſs they are of thoſe, who derive emoluments from the 
Infirmary, as a ſchool of inſtrution for young ſurgeons; 
which, with reaſonable limitations, none would deſire to ar- 
Taign ; and thus perhaps conſider it as a ſpecies of property, 
which they would not allow any body of men to infringe on. 
One of the ſurgeons is ſaid to raiſe conſiderable ſupplies ; and 
what is better, he does it by proxy, and makes it a ſnug ſine- 
cure, as he is often obliged to attend a diſtant military duty. 
This is he, whom 1 proved at the former board, and aſſerted 
before the committee, to have vented a groſs falſhood reſpect- 
ing my conduct. ES 8 

But it will be ſaid, that the preſent governors have made 
the amende honorable, in adopting generally a retrenchment, 
particularly in the infirmary, where it was moſt wanted ; 
and alſo in making the labor of the poor more productive. 
To this it may be fairly anſwered, that the moral rule, of 
ſudden and late repentance, after an ill-ſpent life, being dan- 
gerous to rely on, ſtrictly applies here; and why? Becauſe 
it often ariſes from ſome impulſe of hope or fear, rather than 
a conviction of paſt errors. Again, confeſſion is a neceſſary 
part of repentance, and does it exiſt here? I entreat the 
committce to have full proof of the ſincerity of theſe peni- 
tents, before tMey obtain a plenary abſolution. That this, 
or ſomething like this, is neceſſary, appears from another 
charge, attached to the characters of ſome of the governors, 
of contributing to. involve the old corporation in deep and 

complicated 
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complicated ex pence, that the neceſſity of a change might 
occur, of which, by the aid of a well-ſecured intereſt, they 
would not fail to profit; indeed ſome of them have gone near 
as far, by admitting that they would not be directed by the 
old board. If ſuch was their ſcheme, it has not proved an 
abortive one; and they have befides fairly outwitted the 
friends of the corporation, who certainly did not conceive 
ſuch deep and ſyſtematic corruption. [| am ſure you, fir, 
will join me inthe hope, that ſuch a malign principle (if it 
had exiſtence) will never paſs the walls ia which it was foſ- 
tered. 

The other point, ſo much inſiſted on, of the more pro- 
ductive labour of the poor, compared with that of former 
vears, admits an eaſy ſolution. Conceiving the article of la- 
bor as intended only for thoſe paupers who were proper ob- 
jects of the inſtitution, who could nor get work, or who were 
too indolent and lazy to work, the former governors rather 
wiſhed to learn ſuch perſons habits of induſtry, than to reap 
or. receive much return from their labor : and in this they 
ſtrictly adhered to the laws, which founded and regulated the 
corporation; wherein the“ puniſhing vagabonds and ſturdy 
beggars” is expreſsly pointed out and worded ; and where al- 
ſo a houſe is directed to be built,“ for the reception of help- 
jeſs poor, and for the keeping in reſtraint, ſturdy beggars and 
vagabonds.“ To enlarge this ſcale, and to encreaſe the profits 
of labour, no more was neceſſary, than to open the doors and 
admit perſons to labour, other than the act enjoins ; the ſure 
effe& of which will be to encreaſe the quantity and product of 
labor, but as ſurely does it yiolate the firſt principle and laws 
of the corporation. That this is the fact, will further appear 
from the maſter of the works (as the ſuperintendant of the la- 
bor is titled) having a per centage on the labor, under the old 
governors as under the new. Why then, do J aſk, has he 
not, with, a ſimilar incentive to encreaſe his own profits, 
made the product of labor, in thoſe two periods, more neat- 
ly approximate? Clearly becauſe he was at firſt reſtrained 
to the labor of ſuch-as were proper objects, and thoſe only; 
in the latter caſe, he is permitted take in, perhaps all he 
chooſes to ſelect, by which he changes a receptacle for ſturdy 
beggars, into a manufactory, and inſtead of hundreds, may 
produce thouſands, or any other indefinite ſum. Even the 


number of children is no apology for ſo violent a change, 


But many of thoſe the acting governors inform us, are in- 
ftruAted——what ? unite education with beggary? Education 
cannot be conſidered as a firſt, or a neceſſary act; it ſeldom, 
as experience juſtifies, leads to good conduct; it is habits of 
induſtry, which form the beſt foundation of morals. Let me 
be underſtood, as only ſpeaking here of the poor, and their 
{mall acquirements for to thoſe, an attention to firſt wants 


B has 
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has clearly a ſuperior call. The ſame obſervation I would 
apply to a number of our parochial, and other eſtabliſhments, 
for children. The children, therefore, of the Houſe of In- 
duſtry, beyond a certain age, are not objects of ſuch an in- 


ſtitution; nay, become corrupted in it; and were ſo conſi- 


dered in the law which obliged them to be ſent to the Found- 
ling Hoſpital ; and however meritorious it appears to encourage 
them to labor, by gratuities, I know no ſolid reaſon why a 
modus ſhould be eſtabliſhed there, different from that in more 
private walks of life, where regular premiums to apprentices, 
are not in uſe. Children, as well as men, are more ſecurely 
impelled by the fear of puniſhment, than the hope of re- 


ward; and this, fir, you well know to be a chief principle 


in legiſlation. In ſhort, it muſt be a vain attempt, to reco- 
ver the lazy and profligate by rewards. I remember ſeeing, 
in the beſt regulated police on the continent, a fellow, who, 
in his own defence, was obliged to work ſeveral hours in the 
day, to keep himſelf out of water forced into his cell ; and 
yet our new acting governors, would be at the expence, not 
only of feeding and clothing ſuch a profligate, (whoſe crime, 
according to himſelf, was idleneſs) but in purſuing their own 
ſyſtem, they would moreover give him a portion of his earn- 
ings, if he condeſcended to amuſe himſe}f at labor ; but is 
it thus, fir, they“ keep in reſtraint ſturdy vagabonds,” as 


the act enjoins? To my underftanding it appears, if the 


ſeven governors have no power veſted in them by the a& 
which appointed them, beyond what the former governors 


poſſeſſed, that they are not juſtihed by law, in this boaſted 


part of their new arrangement. 


But paſſing theſe and other obſervations, which offer to 
my notice, permit me to ſay a few words more, on what 
was the object of this addreſs. 

W hat I now propoſe, regards the future management of 
the Houſe of Induſtry, and the means of effeQting it in the 


. beſt poſſible ſtate: and it gave me true pleaſure to find your 


good ſenſe and humanity ſolicitous to obtain information on 
this point, during the late inveſtigation. I will not here de- 
tain you, fir, with an opinion, whether the Infirmary be on 
too large a ſcale for the inſtitution; tho” a point on which [I 


formerly had little doubt. The intereſts of the ſurgeons, in 


adapting it to the inſtruction of young men in that art, is 
clearly but a ſecondary conſideration : the primary is the re- 
lief of the ſick poor * but the worſt circumſtance of this 


department 


* By the way, how does it happen that a ſtatement of the Infirmary, 
ſo ſeldom forms a part of the public report of the acting governors? Why 
do they not inform the publie, whether a diminution of its great expendi- 
ture, has leſſened that mortality, which was fo often a matter of regret and 
ſurprizc to the former governvrs 2 Uther inſtitutions are not — — 
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department was, making the ſurgeons governors; which was 
effected by a deep deſigning artſman, of conſummate dexterity, 
in bringing together a body of city members of the board, 
whenever hel choſe, and that on this occaſion, gave to their 
election a ſufficient majority. As officers acting under, and 
ſubordinate to, the corporation, it might with equal pro- 
priety have elected the ſecretary and gate-keepers, go- 
vernors; yet once elected, and being of themſelves ſufficient 
to conſtitute a board, they had a power of voting at any time 
the funds of the corporation; which purpoſe they often at- 
tended for, by 2 the moſt prodigal abuſes, and 
by reſiſting every project of re formation. To the phyſicians 
of the Infirmary, (one only excepted, whoſe aſhes and whoſe 
memory I wiſh not to-diſturb) no cenſure of this nature has 
ever attached; and I cannot avoid obſerving the unreaſona- 
ble inequality here between the phyſicians and ſurgeons. 
'The ſurgeons have great emoluments, (one before alluded to 
receives, | am aſſured, ſeveral hundreds a-year by this In- 
firmary) little labor, and even that little diffuſed and divided 
among a number of young aſſiſtants; the phyſicians, (as I 
experimentally know, having at the requeſt of the corpora- 
tion, had the cafe of the medical department for a period of 
ſome weeks, and until the vacancy of a phyſician's place was 
filled up) have a vaſtly greater ſhare of laborious and more 
dangerous duty, without the comfortable eaſe of acting by 
proxy, or from whence to derive emoluments; hence, tho? 
reckoning myſelf a rigid economiſt, I conceive thoſe laſt- 
named ꝓractitioners to be excluſively and juſtly entitled to ſa- 
laries. Might not the gratuities oo to the manufacturers, 

and even more of the produce of their labor, inſtead of be- 
ing encouraged to be ſpent in ſlop- ſnops, kept for the purpoſe, 
be better directed, in making ſome return to the diligence and 
ſkill of a phyſician, whoſe care they themſelves muſt occaſion- 
ally require, and as is practiced in the army and navy? 

But no phyſician or ſurgeon, whilſt attached, or belonging 
to the corporation, ought to be governors. In the Dublin 
General Diſpenſary, to. which I belong, no phyſician or ſur- 
geon is a member of the committee. And by another ſweep- 
ing clauſe, ought the board of Aldermen, Sheriffs, Sheriff's 
Peers, and other ex officio governors, (excepting the repre- 
ſentatives for the city and county, the Lord Mayor, and a 
few ſtate officers, ſuch as would occaſionally take an active 
part) to be ſtruck off the liſt of governors, and made inca- 
pable of being again re- elected. In like manner 1 Fogel 

. that 


boaſt of reforms, which moſt directly abridge the number of human ſuf. 
ferings, In the Hotel Dicu, at Paris, 250 paticnis had as many beds, and 
the mortality was commonly 13 every day; but aſter ſome alterations took 
Place, not more than two died in fix days. a 
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that governors ſhall become ſuch, by the ſubſcription, either 
annual or for life, of ſpecified ſums ; and alſo by election, 
in which, as before, two-thirds ſhould concur to make it va- 
lid. The number of governors ought alſo to be limited, 
ſuppoſe to fifty or fifty-two, as ſuggeſted by my ingenious 
friend Mr. Barnes, and a regular attendance made a ncceſſary 
qualification for voting; and this not by any bye-law, but 


as part of a poſitive ſtatute, and therefore more difficult to bo 
evaded or repealed Should theſe few regulations be adopted, 


and ſome minor points (unneceſlary to be mentioned here) 
left for future determination, I do not heſitate to affirm (if 
in an age of rapid and unexpected events, any thing future 
can be affirmed) that the affairs of the corporation will be as 
ſafely and as well conducted, as it has been by the lateſt and 
moſt improved management: Nor is mine a project founded 
on conjecture, but on the experience of ſeveral years ob- 
ſervation. Youwill alſo perceive, that a controlling power, 
(whieh your penetration ſaw early in the inveſtigation to be a 
great want in the new eſtabliſhment) exiſts here in the number 
of governors, as forming an equal, operating number of 


counteracting and controlling cauſes, and a rotation of power, 


the greateſt check on its abuſe. It is obviouſly leſs difficult to 
corrupt the integrity of ſeven than of fifty, as being ſooner 
brought to coaleſce and act together, and who, if once induced 
to accommodate figures, in pounds, ſhillings, and pence, to 
preſent and particular caſes, may, with equal facility, be led to 


exhibit fictitious liſts of perſons ; yet truly, L do not attach 


corruption to the preſent official governors :* however I might 
fear a prediſpoſition to receive the contagious principle. A 
running ſpring, heretofore muddy and impure, awhile is fair, 
and grateful to the ſenſe ; but anon the torrent comes—hil- 
locks of golden ſand, inſtead of purifying, loſe their co- 
heſion and enereaſe its force—ſtill the ſwell augments— the 
ſound, the corruptible and corrupted, mix undiſtinguiſhed in 
the loathſome current. „ | 

But, fir, it is full time to conclude ; yet not without of- 
fering my acknowledgments for a hearing, if, indeed, you 
have had the patience to come ſo near the cloſe. '' You cer- 
tainly had not reaſon, when you required my opinion rela- 
tive to the Houſe of Induſtryn writing, (while inveſtigating 
the affairs of that inſtitution, by a committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, of which you were chairman, ) to think that I 
ſhould have treſpaſſed ſo much on your time and candor ; nor 
had I an idea of it then, or for ſome time after. I am fur- 
ther aware, that the ſubjeCt is not generally intereſting—but 
I felt the call of duty, and obeyed, | 


| Jam, Six, 
: With great perſonal reſpect, 
March 10, } "our obedient Servant, 
1799. "0 


af % HENRY KENNEDY. | 
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